
Animal Farm - 9th Grade 

A theme is a broad idea, message or moral underlying a literary work.  
Themes often explore timeless and universal ideas and are either stated or 
implied. Theme differs from the subject or topic of a literary work.  
 

 Themes are broad and teach us universal truths that anyone can  
relate to. They address universal truths about human experience.  
(i.e. Hard work pays off or we should treat others the way we want  
to be treated or we can overcome great obstacles.) 
 

 Themes are NEVER just one word like love or perseverance. (That is  
too broad. What exactly is the story teaching us about love or  
perseverance? One story might teach love is the most important  
thing while another one might teach us that love can be painful.)  
 

 Themes are NEVER too specific. They do NOT mention specific  
characters or plot events. (i.e. Romeo should have waited to hear  
from the Friar instead of jumping to conclusions is NOT a theme.  
Don’t act impulsively is a theme)  

 

ASSIGNMENT 
 

1. Identify three different THEMES in Animal Farm. (Again as indicated above the 
theme should be stated in GENERAL terms)  
 
2. THEN provide TEXTUAL SUPPORT to support each theme. (Use specifics from 
the book to back up your theme.)  

 USE a minimum of three direct quotes per theme (any passage that 
is word for word is a quote it does NOT need to be something that 
someone said)  

 Use proper a PARENTHETICAL CITATION (Orwell 101). – period 
AFTER PARENTHESES! 

 SET up and EXPLAIN the quote, do not just plop it. Each quote must 
be elaborated with at least three sentences. 



A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-10th grade 

ASSIGNMENT 
 

Students must create a journal. This journal will have 56 entries (one per 
chapter). Your journal entries will be written in Francie Nolan’s perspective. 
What is she going through in each chapter? How is her character developing? 
What is she learning? What obstacles does she face as the story develops?  
 
The last entry in your journal should be titled “Tree of Heaven”. In two 
paragraphs, thoroughly describe the symbolism of the tree throughout the novel.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SCARLET LETTER-11th grade 

ASSIGNMENT 
 

Digital Scrapbook: Symbols and Setting in The Scarlet Letter 
 
Below is a list of symbols from the novel. You are to photograph 
images that you think represent these symbols. Create an electronic 
photo album and create your own digital story. 
 
Explain each photo and what it represents with a caption on EACH 
photo. (Remember, captions are short. No more than two sentences). 
 
1.  Crime and punishment, the black flower of civilized society 
2.  Passion, some sweet moral blossom, that may be found along the track, or 
relieve the darkening close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow. 
3.  Puritan law 
4.  Respect in the community 
5.  Puritan law, acknowledgment of sin, freedom through confession 
6.  Things exposed and hidden  
7.  Happiness and Heaven’s approval  
8.  An evil place, a place of freedom from societal laws  
9.  A symbol of Pearl’s unknown origin, sadness, a boundary between two worlds 
10.  The Church, anything wrong regarding laws of the state 
11.  Pride, individuality, sin, punishment 
12.  Nature, innocence, evil, mystery, freedom 
13.  Sin and evil, revenge 
14.  Sin, guilt, suffering, freedom, truth, bravery and cowardice 


